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Aren’t you glad you haven’t been axed from this list?        Nelson + Updike’s Annual Newsletter        Surely it can’t be 20 pages long again! 

Wednesday  December  14th 

2005 

Dear Family, Friends, and Valued Clients: 

“   “ROY RIGSBY” will be the first two words of next year’s annual Nelson + Updike Christmas 

Newsletter IF Roy manages to secure us a lot by the time I start typing next year.   “ 

He did.  Our opening sentence this year is an exact quote that I lifted out of last year’s letter.  
After several attempts and several written offers on several lots that were for sale, none of which 
worked out for us, Roy, and his partner Jim Webb, successfully found us the perfect vacant lot in 
Palm Springs, a flat, rectangular lot that wasn’t even on the market at the time.  He contacted the 
owners, three owners who all lived different states, he got the lot into contract, and he helped us 
take it through to closing.  Tom Martin did the loan, Roy and Jim and Tom dealt with escrow, David 
and I signed all the loan papers here in Seattle and Fed Ex’d them there, and, finally after over a 
year of trying, we bought a vacant lot.  We closed on June 30th 2005.  And now I’ve kept my 
promise to plug Roy with his name as the opening two words of this year’s Christmas letter.     

And it was a tough promise to keep as I had another opening line that I wanted to use even more: 

“ The week that Martha Stewart was released from prison David and I purchased a new house to 
live in.  It’s a good thing. ”  I liked that line a great deal and the entire week building up to 
Martha’s release, back when you got a daily “Martha In Prison Update” on CNN, it kept running 
through my mind.  I just felt it was special that we should buy a home when the home diva was being 
set free. 

So here it is December 14th of 2005, and I still don’t have a blog on the internet.  I used to worry 
about that until I read last Sunday’s New York Times; now I worry that I don’t have a vlog on the 
internet.  A vlog (and since I haven’t heard anyone talking about this concept yet I don’t know if 
that’s pronounced in two syllables as “vee-log” or in one that rhymes with blog as “vlog”) seems to be 
a video log that you make and upload to the internet.  Little 3 to 5 minute daily video logs about you, 
or things you like, by you and starring you.  Fascinating.  But evidently not fascinating enough for 
me to actually go to the sites hosting the vlogs featured in the lengthy article about them.  I 
clipped the article tho’  -  I’ll get to it.  Like I’ll get to all of the other clipped articles piled up, 
literally piled up, on tables and shelves, and even the floor, of my office.  (My new office - we’ve 
moved!)  Books I should read, recipes I should make, web sites I should visit, gym equipment I 
should buy, articles on anything really, anything that interests me.  Leslie “It’s My Party” Gore’s a 
lesbian?  CLIP & SAVE THAT ONE.  I obsessively clip ‘em and put ‘em in piles.  I am my mother’s 
child.  And soon, as we near the end of 2005, the piles will grow taller yet as my FAVORITE kinds 
of articles start to appear:  LISTS.  Lists of the year’s best this and that, best movies, best CDs, 
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